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Co the Members of 
The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 


O.pv-Time New ENGLANn»D, the quarterly magazine published by the Society, is distributed 
gratis to its members. With a larger membership and consequent increase in income it will be 
possible to render a greater service by increasing the size of the magazine and adding to its 
pictorial features, and also by issuing six or more numbers each year. To bring this about the 
helpful assistance of members is needed to nominate for membership their friends and ac- 
guaintances, or, in fact, anyone who may be interested in the work of this Society and its 
illustrated magazine. If you will send us the names we will attend to ail the details of corre- 
spondence. The membership of the Society is much smaller than it should be and the necessity 
for increase is very great. Your coOperation will be highly appreciated and for your conven- 
ience a nomination blank follows: 


Recommendation for Membership 
in The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 
Life Membership, $100; Active, $6; Associate, $3. 


To Mr. William Sumner Appleton, Corresponding Secretary 
141 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 


I nominate 


See a a a EET 
for Membership in the Society. 
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STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 
ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS OF 
AUGUST 24, 1912 AND MARCH 3, 1933 


Of OLp-TiIME NEW ENGLAND published at Boston, Massachusetts, for October 1, 1945 


State of Massachusetts] ” 
County of Suffolk ; * 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and county aforesaid, personally 
appeared Wm. Sumner Appleton, who, having been duly sworn according to law, de- 
poses and says that he is the Editor of the OLD-TIME NEW ENGLAND and that the 
following is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, a true statement of the ownership, 
management, etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in the above caption, 
required by the Act of August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, em- 
bodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the reverse of this form, 
to wit: 


1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, and business manager are: 


Publisher, THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF N,. E. ANTIQUITIES, 141 Cam- 
bridge St., Boston. 

Editor, FRANK CHOUTEAU Brown, 141 Cambridge St., Boston. 

Business Manager, WM. SUMNER APPLETON, 141 Cambridge St., Boston. 


2. That the owner is: THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND 
ANTIQUITIES, INC., 141 Cambridge St., Boston (a charitable, educational, historical 
organization ). 


3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or 
holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: 
— ) i ; ) 


None. 


4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names of the owners, stockholders, 
and security holders, if any, contain not only the list of stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of the company but also, in cases where the stockholder or 
security holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary 
relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given; 
also that the said two paragraphs contain statements embracing afhant’s full knowledge 
and belief as to the circumstances and conditions under which stockholders and security 
holders who do not appear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and se- 
curities in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner; and this afhant has no reason 
to believe that any other person, association, or corporation has any interest direct or in- 
direct in the said stock, bonds, or other securities than as so stated by him. 


5. That the average number of copies of each issue of this publication sold or dis- 
tributed, through the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during the twelve months 
preceding the date shown above is: Not required. 

FRANK CHOUTEAU Brown, Editor. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day of September 1945. 


THoMAS F. MCNICHOLS, Notary Public 


[SEAL | (My commission expires May 2, 1952.) 
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Q Farmer's Smock Pattern of a Hundred Vears Ago, 
from Guilford, Vermont 


N the April, 1922, issue of this mag- 

azine was printed an article about 

‘“‘farm smocks”’ used in New England, 
even in the neighborbood of Boston, to as 
late as about 1900. Recently, an old farm 
smock brought from Guilford, Vermont 
to Roxbury, Massachusetts, by one Ben- 
jamin Franklin in 1839, has been ex- 
amined. It had been used on the old New 
Hampshire Grant where he was born in 
1813, as well as on neighboring farms, 
and the legend in his family was that the 
garment had been copied from generation 
to generation from an original brought 
from England. Mr. Franklin continued 
to use this smock—and others copied 
from it—when working about his place 
in Roxbury, up to the time of his death. 

It might be difficult today to find the 
durable material of which this smock was 
made,—a very tough and closely woven 
pattern of small squares, now faded to a 
light bluegreen, between white lines, giv- 
ing the effect of a small checkered pat- 
tern. In some old advertisements smock 
material is called ‘“‘fustian,’ —“‘brown 
fustian’’ in one instance—, while in an- 


other case “‘a new ozenbrig frock’ is 
mentioned,—a material quite unknown 
today. 

Besides this pattern, there are at least 
two other well-established types, used in 
both New and Old England as well as in 
France. One has a heavy double collar, 
extending six to seven inches from each 
side of the neck band, and cut square 
front and back,—like a sailor’s collar. 
Sometimes there was no opening in front, 
the neck being “‘gathered”’ and tied by 
cords, or fastened when open by a single 
large button. The smock was often made 
of wider material, and even more vol- 
uminous than the pattern shown, more 
fully gathered into the shoulder seams, 
and with a longer cuff,—but the sleeve 
still started well off the shoulder, or sev- 
eral inches down the arm. They were 
used abroad by “‘carters,”’ driving —or al- 
most as often, seemingly, leading —their 
horses, using their whip as a staff or cane. 

Miss Jekyll has written of this English 
type; “No better thing has ever been de- 
vised for any kind of outdoor wear that 
admits of the use of an outer garment. It 
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turns an astonishing amount of wet, es- 
pecially when of the local pattern” (she 
was writing of West Surrey) “that has a 
wide turn-over collar, something like a 
sailor’s, but coming square over the 
shoulders in front and behind. ‘The frock 
is cut quite square; of two whole widths 
of the stuff, with side seams only. The 
shaping is made by the close gathering, 
either over the whole back and front, o 
in two panels on the breast and back near 
the buttons. It can be worn either way 
about; back or front are alike. It sits just 
as well either way. The sleeves are put in 
very low; not on the shoulder, but some 
inches down the arm. There is a worked 
gathering at their insertion, and also at 
the wristband, to bring the greater width 
of the sleeve into the size of the wrist- 


band. The material is a strong, tough, 


closely-woven linen. It was in four 
colourings; light and dark grey, olive 


green and white.” 

The third type of pattern is much like 
the one illustrated, except that a yoke ex- 
tends over the shoulders— front and back 
—to the depth of about a foot. If open in 
front, it extends only to the bottom of 
the yoke. The yoke and neck once 
for med, the front and back strips, the full 
width of the material, are gathered into 
the yoke. The sleeves are then gathere d 
into the ends of the yoke, and again hang 
from some three or four inches down the 
arm below the point of the shoulder. ‘This 
smock was also commonly worn by dray- 
men and farmers around London and in 
the south-eastern counties of England. 

















‘PATTERN: LAYOUT-OF: 
‘OLD: FARM:SMOCK 


‘BROUGHT: FROM -FRANKLIN-GRANT. 


GUILFORD-‘VERMONT-: 


-IN-COMMON-USE-THERE 1775 ‘THRO’ 











PATTERN - 
‘FOR: BACK: 


Seeaaets. — oximate 


Beene co ccs 
Suvageen |) oCeTn: 
































Report of the Corresponding Secretary 


Mr. WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON 


March 1, 1944 to March 1, 1945 


‘To THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION 
oF New ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES: 


I have the honor to present my Thirty- 
fifth Annual Report as Corresponding 
Secretary and Real Estate Manager cov- 
ering the year March 1, 1944 to March 
I, 1945. 

As always in the past, the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, as manager of the Society’s 
real estate, reports first the additions of the 
past year, and following that, on the So- 
ciety’s various properties, in the order of 
their acquisition. There have been two 
accessions as listed below. 


47. Marrett House, Standish, Maine. 
‘The Marrett family mansion, the most 
prominent residence in the village of 
Standish, was built by Benjamin ‘Titcomb 
in 1789, and although for a short time 
owned by Mr. Gould, the first settled pas- 
tor of the town, it has been occupied by 
but two families, the ‘Titcombs and the 
Marretts. Daniel Marrett, the first of the 
family to own the house, was born in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1767, but 
at the age of four was taken by his family 
to live in Lexington, which then became 
their home. It was in that town at the 
tender age of seven that he was aroused 
by his father, who was a member of Cap- 
tain Parker’s company of Minute Men, 
during the night of April 18-19, 1775, in 
order to warn some neighbors of the ap- 
proach of the British. In 1786 young 
Marrett entered Harvard College from 
which he graduated with the class of 
1790. He took up the study of theology 
and in 1796 was ordained pastor of the 
Meeting House in Standish. ‘The church 


building stood at that time in the center of 
the village on the site formerly occupied 
by the old fort, where the town pump now 
stands. Our Marrett House became the 
pastor’s home and some of the rooms were 
finished by him. ‘The panelled woodwork 
of the parlor dates from his day, and he 
also built the entrance porch, and planted 
magnificent elms. Daniel Marrett seems 
to have been a decidedly outstanding man 
in his community, a leader in temporal 
matters as well as spiritual. As an example 
of the former it is recorded that he grafted 
scions for the improvement of his fruit 
trees, much to the astonishment of his 
neighbors, who attributed it to that ignor- 
ance of things in general supposed to char- 
acterize ministers in particular. Mr. Mar- 
rett was also a decidely handy man about 
the house in case of any immediate need; 
as on the night of his arrival in Standish 
when, with his pocket knife, he cut a boot- 
jack on which was placed the date 1796. 
He was also methodical, keeping a record 
of dates and prices, as the notation that 
the tall clock was bought for $60.00. He 
also kept a record of the gifts made him 
by his parishioners, such as “two hooks 
for a crane,” and “‘a live hen.” At one 
time his parishioners brought him three 
loads of fire wood, for which he “gave 
them two pails of grog, a pail of flip, and 
a supper of baked pudding and boiled 
victuals.” 

It was in 1814 that the house found it- 
self the center of a historical occasion, for 
it was then that the Cumberland Bank of 
Portland sent its gold and silver coin in 
kegs to be placed in the Marrett house for 
safe keeping. One of the cashiers came 
out to guard the treasure, the floor of the 
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Daniel Marrett Bouse, 1789, Standish, Maine 


room was strengthened in order that it 
might more safely bear the burden placed 
upon it, and as a further precaution extra 
heavy locks were put on the parlor doors, 
where they remain today. While in the 
house, the money was safe, and it was not 
until it was returned to Portland that a 
large part was stolen with the aid of a 
false key. 

From Daniel Marrett the house passed 
to his son Avery Marrett, an industrious 
farmer, who had a superior apple orchard 
for those days. His wife, Elizabeth Ban- 
croft Weston, interested in her church, 
her community and her home, was out- 
standing in the care and management of 
these interests. 

After the death of these two the prop- 
erty passed to their six living children, 
Helen, Walter, Mary, Henry, Caroline 
and Frances. Through Mary, widow of 
Reverend Myron S. Dudley of Nantucket 
and Boston, there came to the house an 
unusually fine lot of furniture. 


The idea of leaving this home to the 
Society originated with Miss Caroline, 
who had long been a member, and the 
other sisters approved of the plan. Miss 
Caroline also planned and cared for a 
beautiful old-fashioned garden, copied 
from a similar one she had seen and ad- 
mired in Salem. In writing of this beauti- 
ful home, these four sisters deserve special 
recognition, all being highly educated, 
fond of travel, art, literature, music and 
nature, these naturally being the reasons 
for wishing their home to be enjoyed by 
future generations. 

One of Caroline’s last requests of her 
younger sister Frances, was that she pro- 
tect the house by leaving it to our Society. 
At the invitation of Miss Frances, herself 
a member of this Society, a conference was 
held at the house concerning the Society s 
requirements and the possibility of pro- 
tecting the house in its hands. After her 
death, which took place July 8, 1944, it 


was found that she had done even better 
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by the Society than had been suggested, 
for not only did she leave the house and 
contents, and an endowment of $30,000, 
but also the sum of $10,000 for the up- 
keep of the small garden, of which she 
was particularly fond. Finally, she made 
the Society her residuary legatee, after 
providing for the care of her close friend 
Miss Sarah Lilley, expressing the hope, 
also, that the Society would find it possible 
to allow Miss Lilley to occupy the house 
for the rest of her life. Naturally, the 
trustees wish for nothing better, and ac- 
cordingly, Miss Lilley lives there now, to- 
gether with her companion, Mrs. Jessie 
Cobb. The house is meanwhile closed to 
members and to the public, except by ap- 
pointment with Miss Lilley. 


48. Hooper-Parker house, 181 Washing- 
ton Street, Marblehead, Mass. 

From Mrs. Sarah E. Parker, in mem- 
ory of her husband, the late Reverend 
Robert Parker, the Society has received 
the gift of a fine colonial house on Wash- 
ington Street in Marblehead, opposite the 
North corner of the Common, or Wash- 
ington Square. ‘he Square was the train- 
ing field for soldiers in the Revolution 
and was then known by that name. It isa 
three-story mansion of wood, one room 
deep on the right, and two rooms and an 
ell in depth on the left. The staircase is re- 
markably fine, and many of the mantels 
and over-mantels are of outstanding qual- 
ity. Altogether itis a typical house of its 
period, with about fifteen rooms, modern- 
ized to contain several bathrooms, a heat- 
ing system, and electric wiring. The house 
has come tous wholly without endowment, 
but also without restrictions as to its use, 
so that it may be used to pay its own way. 
It has, accordingly, been let as a resi- 
dence for two years during which time it 
will be closed to our members and to the 
public as well, meanwhile being, of course, 





taxable by the town of Marblehead. If in 
the course of time the Society should re- 
ceive endowment sufficient to maintain 
the house without need of further income 
it could then be made a period-house mu- 
seum, in every way a fitting memorial to 
the Reverend Robert Parker in whose 
memory it was presented. 

Robert Hooper, the first owner, died 
in the house in 1814. His wife was Mary 
Ingalls, who had lived next door, in the 
house now known as the Grey Inn, and by 
her he had four sons and a daughter. 
He was a merchant of great energy and 
far-reaching sagacity. He was quite as 
eminent in business as the Robert Hooper 
of an earlier period, who had gained the 
soubriquet of “King Hooper’’; a well-bal- 
anced character, whose well-trained sons 
also took high rank. ‘The oldest son, Rob- 
ert, inherited the house, living there until 
1850. Robert’s son, Henry, lived there 
until the early 1880’s, when the property 
was sold to Mr. Robert Bridge, from 
whose widow Mrs. Parker bought it in 
1922. . 

It is said that the wing in which is now 
the kitchen, was formerly the counting 
house and store-room, or business office. 
Large supplies of food were stored there 
to carry the Hooper family’s fishermen 
over the winter months. ‘The Robert 
Hooper fortune was partly based on trade 
with Russia and largely founded on sup- 
plying Spain with fish; hence the nick- 
name Codfish Aristocracy, signifying 
those who had made money in the fisher- 
ies. Ihe terrace above the garden of our 
house is paved with large blocks of sand- 
stone said to have been brought as ballast 
in the Hooper ships returning from Bil- 
boa, Spain. It was during Mr. and Mrs. 
Parker’s ownership of the house that the 
former kitchen was made over into a 
beautiful panelled library, under the 
guidance of Mr. Edward H. Pritchard as 
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Hooper-Parker Bouse, before 1776, Marblehead, Mass. 


architect. It was at about the same time 
that there were laid out the gardens on 
the lower level, Miss Mabel Keyes Bab- 
cock advising as landscape architect, and 
then also were built the pool and the lat- 
tice seat facing the house and terrace. The 
garden porch was then added at the side 
of the stable overlooking the garden. Mr. 
and Mrs. Parker also changed over the 
porch at the rear of the house, increasing 
its size, and making it architecturally more 
in harmony with the main dwelling, while 
on the front of the old Counting House 
wing toward the street, they added, in 
1922, the one-story entrance vestibule, 
with the pilastered doorway, and side 
windows. 


‘The Society’s other properties are very 
briefly reported on as follows: 


1. Swett-Ilsley house, before 1670, 4-6 

High Road, Newbury, Mass. 

A small fire here did a few dollars 
worth of damage, which might easily have 
been much more serigus, but for the 
prompt and efficient work of the Newbury 
Fire Department. Attending strictly to 
business with no unnecessary breakage, 
they went straight to the source of the fire, 
in the basement, and promptly put it out. 
‘The cause of the blaze was traced to some 
defective wiring, which was repaired at 
once, | 

When, some time later, the Newbury 
Fire Department passed the hat among 
householders asking for contributions to 
help erect a new engine house, it was 
with much pleasure that a gift was sent by 
our Trustees, and charged against the in- 
come of our three Newbury properties, 
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the Swett, Coffin, and Short houses. 

At the time the Swett house was re- 
ceived as a gift, in 1911, the donors sug- 
gested that it would be unwise to call it 
by the name it had borne about one hun- 
dred years previously, the “Ilsley ‘Tav- 
ern, fearing that the appellation “tav- 
ern, as applied to one of the Society’s 
houses, might antagonize many persons 
otherwise glad to codperate in the further- 
ance of our work. As one views the mod- 
ern patronage of taverns and cocktail 
lounges, these fears of the Ilsley family, 
of so few years ago, seem almost prehis- 
toric. In the Society’s hands the house has 
almost always been used as a tea room, 
and was by some tenants run under the 
name of ““The Blue Anchor.” Our pres- 
ent tenant, Miss Lilian Franklin, adver- 
tises her tea room simply as “4 High Road, 
The Swett-Ilsley house.” ‘To the writer’s 
mind, a return to the name “‘Ilsley Tav- 
vern” might be well advised in the case of 
our house, a thought which will be taken 
up with our tenant, Miss Franklin. 

By arrangement with the ‘Town of 
Newbury, and with the approval of Mr. 
Harry Long, State Commissioner of Cor- 
porations and ‘Taxation, the Society 1s 
taxed for about % of the value of the 
property which is about the proportion of 
space occupied by Miss Franklin. As this 
tax amounts to $100.00, it results in a 
painful reduction in our net rental. Of 
course the house might be used solely as a 
period house museum, with the resulting 
saving of this tax, but it seems far prefer- 
able to have it continue running as a tea 
room in Miss Franklin’s capable hands, 
since this results in its being seen by so 
many hundreds of people who otherwise 
would not see it, and also because Miss 
Franklin’s establishment fills there the 
need of a supremely good eating place 
amid charming surroundings, something 
much to be desired in the Newburyport 





region. The great need of this property, 
which is in some respects badly out of re- 
pair, is an endowment of from five to ten 
thousand dollars. ‘The income from this, 
added to the rental, should suffice to keep 
the buildings and grounds in perfect con- 
dition, something that the rental alone 
has never been able to do. 


2. Samuel Fowler house, 1810, Corner 
High & Liberty Streets, Danversport, 
Mass. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Danforth 
continue as custodians. As is the case with 
almost all of our properties during these 
war years, we are here somewhat behind- 
hand in repairs. ‘he house is a very good 
one, with practically no income, and so in 
urgent need of, and amply warranting, a 
substantial endowment. 


3. Cooper-Frost-Austin house, 1657, 21 
Linnaean Street, Cambridge, Mass. 
This property has been kept up nearly 

to pre-war standards, minor repairs hav- 
ing been made as required. The custodian 
continues to be Mrs. Prescott Warren, 
and the house is open Thursdays from 
two until four o’clock. 


4. “Scotch”-Boardman house, 1651, 61- 
67 Howard Street, Saugus, Mass. 
Even in its present primitive condition, 

of no plumbing except a faucet in the kitch- 

en sink, no heat other than stoves and a 

kitchen range, with a minimum of electric 

light, and perhaps in part as a result of all 
these handicaps, this old house continues 
to be one of our most admired, drawing 
the ungualified praise of all persons with 
knowledge of, and affection for, our 
earliest seventeenth-century — buildings. 

Some repairs are urgently needed and a 

steady income is a sime qua non in order 

that we may do justice to this venerable 
landmark. Surely there must be, among 
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the thousands of Scots descended from 
those who, as indentured servants, here 
proved their ability to triumph over ad- 
versity, some capable of giving us the in- 
come necessary to make of this house the 
supremely fine historic period house mu- 
seum its excellence indicates should be its 
future. 


5- Laws house, about 1800, Route 123, 
New Ipswich Road, Sharon, N. H. 
There has been no change to report 

concerning this house, a simple, but charm- 

ing cottage, slowly but surely being im- 

proved over its condition when received 

by the Society many years ago. It is rented 
to Mr. Lowell Smith. 


6. Harrison Gray Otis house, 1795, 141 

Cambridge Street, Boston, Mass. 

‘The management of this property, the 
Society’s headquarters building and New 
England Museum, has become very diff- 
cult as a result of the war. It is now many 
years since coal was given up as a heating 
medium and oil substituted. We now find 
the oil strictly rationed with the result that 
for the last few winters almost all of the 
Otis house, and a good part of the ad join- 
ing New England Museum have been 
completely shut off during the winter 
months to the great inconvenience of visi- 
tors and the office force. Even with a 
twenty-five cent admission fee, or twenty 
cents per person for groups, the property 
is run at a considerable loss. It would be 
far pleasanter, and in some ways more 
profitable, to open it gratis to all visitors, 
instead of only to service men and women, 
but the resulting increased cost of super- 
vision and the greater cost of upkeep would 
necessitate, even more than now, a sub- 
stantial increase over the present endow- 
ment of $5,622.90. This would be a long 
step forward in the progress of the Society. 


7. Eleazer Arnold house, 1687, Great 

Road, Lincoln, R. I. 

There is no change to report at this 
house, the annually recurring question be- 
ing whether to apply income to the reduc- 
tion of mortgage or to the improvement 
of the property. The mortgage with its 
essential interest payments is a handicap 
to be disposed of as soon as possible, but 
meanwhile the appearance of the property 
cries for improvement. We cannot finance 
both at the same time and can only do 
either with exasperating slowness, for the 
endowment fund is only $3,136.18. 
Arnold descendants must be legion in 
number and it would seem that among 
them should somewhere be found those 
who could and would supply the added 
sum essential to the proper upkeep of their 
ancestral home, the stone chimney of 
which is probably the best in America. 


8. Quincy Memorial, Litchfield, Conn. 
There is nothing new to report con- 
cerning this property. 


g. Conant house, 1720, Lunenberg Road, 

Townsend Harbor, Mass. 

There is nothing new to report in re- 
gard to this house to which the Society 
owns the reversion. When in the course 
of time we come into full possession, it 
would be well to have an endowment sufh- 
cient to permit of its being opened as a 
period house museum of a standard on 
a par with its own intrinsic merit and 
charming location. 


10. Abraham Browne, Jr., house ca., 
1698, 562 Main Street, Watertown, 
Mass. 


This house has not been kept up to pre- 
war standards on account of labor and 
material shortages. A mortgage of $4,000 
with practically no endowment make for 
decided difficulty in the administration of 
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this excellent property. ‘The custodians 
continue to be Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Burn- 


ham. 


11. Jackson house, 1664, Christian Shore, 

Portsmouth, N. H. 

The difficulty in administering this 
house has increased greatly during the 
past year, for our neighbor Mr. Bemis has 
had to give up its care, and shortages of 
labor and materials added to transporta- 
tion difficulties have resulted in a neglected 
appearance, much to be regretted in the 
case of the oldest house in Portsmouth, 
and one of New England’s most pictur- 
esque. A solution of our difficulties here 
must await the conclusion of hostilities, but 
the great need is of course added income. 
There is no endowment. 


12. Richard Derby’s MclIntire-designed 
barn, 562 Main Street, Watertown, 
Mass. 

There is nothing new to report here. 
The barn is in need of repainting, which ts 
regrettable since the property has no in- 
come of any kind. Its use is confined to 
storage purposes and it is here that we have 
the Society’s collection of carriages and 
also a lot of architectural fragments from 
many destroyed buildings. ‘The second 
story’s ability to serve as a kind of “garde 
meuble” has long since been exhausted. 
Among the pieces here stored are black 
walnut and golden oak, for neither of 
which the Society has as yet a house of 
suitable date. A small endowment of but 
$2,000 might suffice for the admuinistra- 
tion of this building. 


13. Chaplin-Clark-Williams house, 1671, 
Bradford Street, Rowley, Mass. 
‘There is no change to report here. Vhe 

modern barn which came to us with this 

house was in bad repair and has since then 
been found not worthy of retention. It 1s 


to give place to a two-car garage, the de- 
sign of which must harmonize with the 
adjoining seventeenth-century house —a 
problem for the architect. 


14. Richard Derby house, 1761, Derby 

Street, Salem, Mass. 

Having given this house to the Federal 
Government, it is no longer ours, but 
nevertheless, we have formed the habit 
of reporting on its condition and checking 
up on its care. Remembering the extreme 
hesitation with which this unusually fine 
house was handed over to the Interior De- 
partment, it is gratifying to be able to re- 
port that our fears were without founda- 
tion. Its condition improved steadily until 
the outbreak of the war, as did its furnish- 
ing, largely through the codperation of 
one of our own members. Much that is in 
the house belongs to our Society and is 
looked after fully as well as if we could 
have looked after it ourselves. With the 
return of peace, the Federal Government 
doubtless will feel at liberty to do still 
more for this property, as well as for the 
Salem Maritime National Historic Site of 
which it is a part. 


15. Crocker Tavern, 1754, Main Street, 
or King’s Highway, Barnstable, Mass. 
There is nothing new to report here, 

for it has been considered best to allow the 

endowment income to accumulate for the 
duration. On the return of peace, it is 
proposed to rebuild the central chimney, 
making at the same time the other ad just- 
ments which its presence will necessitate. 

The roof certainly needs reshingling, but 

this naturally is postponed until the recon- 

struction of the chimney. Our great re- 


gret In connection with this house is our 
inability to maintain the garden in which 
Mrs. Crocker, who devised us the prop- 
erty, took such pride. ‘The custodian is 


Mrs. Ruth Puffer. 
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Drummer Stetson House, 1694, Hanover Center, Mass. 


16. Short house, 1733, 33 High Road, 

Newbury, Mass. 

There is no change to report at this 
house other than to say that, as in the case 
of all our properties, it is slightly more in 
need of attention than before the war. 
‘The income is inadequate and there is no 
endowment. 


17. Rebecca Nurse house, 1678, 149 High 

Street, Danvers, Mass. 

There is no change to report at this 
Normal have been con- 
tinued, much as in peacetime. Mr. and 
Mrs. George Gordon are our custodians, 
and Mr. Charles Tapley, formerly of our 
Board, acts as a committee of one in look- 
ing after this property. 


house. repairs 


18. “Drummer” Samuel Stetson house, 
1694, Hanover Center, Mass. 
The change from the previous custo- 
dian with no family to Mrs. Mildred 


Whitney with three children necessitated 
the withdrawal for her use, from the show 
part of the house, of the old kitchen-living 
room and the adjoining pair of small 
rooms, one used as a library and the other 
The placing of their 
contents in the museum show rooms at 
the front has left the ground floor of the 
house temporarily in an overcrowded con- 
dition, which it is hoped soon to remedy. 
As it seems most unlikely that any future 
custodian will be found satisfied with the 
original small quarters, larger quarters 


as a museum room. 


seem essential, if the ancient rooms are 


gain to be properly furnished and shown. 


19. Tristram Coffin, Jr., house, ca., 1651, 
14 High Road, Newbury, Mass. 
During the coming year the endow- 

ment is apt to be increased by a substan- 

tial sum as a result of the sale of the resi- 
dence of the late Mrs. Margaret Merriam 
at Manchester, devised to the Society for 
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that purpose. The only legal step remain- 
ing is to secure the assent to the sale of 
the Judge of Probate in Salem, the So- 
ciety itself having given its assent at the 
special meeting held for this purpose. Mr. 
and Mrs. William MacHugh continue as 
custodians. The Coffin house is greatly in 
need of repairs. 


20. Colonel John Thacher house, 1680, 
Hallett Street, or King’s Highway, 
Yarmouthport, Mass. 

A change here is the installation of Mrs. 
Ethel de Buron as custodian. Normal re- 
pairs have been kept up in so far as labor 
and materials could be secured. At the 
conclusion of hostilities we plan to exhibit 
here that extremely interesting collection 
of antiques bequeathed the Society by the 
late George F. Bray of Yarmouth. A 
more appropriate small collection could 
hardly be imagined, containing as it does 
whaling harpoons, many examples of 
scrimshaw work, and souvenirs of voy- 
ages to foreign ports. We hope the sum- 
mer of 1946 will permit the display of 
this material, never yet shown our mem- 
bers. 


21. Emerson-Howard house, ca., 1645, 

Turkey Shore, Ipswich, Mass. 

A little more work was done here in an 
effort to conclude that of the previous 
year, but rigid restrictions on the use of 
oak, combined with the difficulty in find- 
ing skilled workmen, made further prog- 
ress impossible. Next summer should see 
a change for the better. 


22. Peter Tufts house, 1678, 350 River- 
side Ave., Medford, Mass. 

There is nothing new to report here; 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Bicknell continue 
as custodians and the house is excellently 
maintained. 


23. Croade house, ca., 1700, Great Road, 

Saylesville, R. I. 

Some essential repairs were promptly 
completed. Mrs. P. F. Hodgkins lives 
here as custodian of our adjoining Arnold 
house. 


24. Spaulding Grist Mill, ca., 1840, 

Townsend Harbor, Mass. 

The old horse and carriage shed ad join- 
ing the mill has been repaired, greatly 
improving the appearance of the property. 
Roof repairs, now long overdue, must 
wait the coming of peace, when shingles 
and labor once more will be available. 

A most welcome start has been made 
in finding a community use for this build- 
ing by the leaders of the Coach House 
Fellowship of Mason, N. H., of which the 
moving spirits are Miss Helen G. Crath- 
ern and Mrs. Laura O. Parsons. Their 
object is to establish here and in our ad- 
joining Spaulding Cooperage shop a series 
of courses in arts and crafts for the chil- 
dren, and later on for the adults, of 
‘Townsend Harbor and nearby villages. 
Judging from the popularity of these 
courses last summer there is no question 
but that the enterprise will result as suc- 
cessfully here as at Mason, N. H., where 
the instruction, first taken by a mere 
handful of children in the village, is now 
eagerly sought by neighboring towns for 
their children. Each year more adults, 
too, are availing themselves of the oppor- 
tunities offered. It is planned to carry on 
the work more intensively this coming 
summer. 


25. Captain Jewett house, 1774, Sarah 
Orne Jewett Memorial — South Ber- 
wick, Maine (see following) 

26. Eastman Community house, 1851, 
South Berwick, Maine 


The custodian of these properties, Mrs. 
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Georgia A. Tapley, lives in the Eastman 
house, leaving the adjoining Jewett house 
unoccupied, At the Eastman house a va- 
riety of community work 1s carried on with 
no expense to the village other than a re- 
muneration to the custodian for meals 
served and trouble taken. At the Jewett 
house there have been practically no visi- 
tors, nor are many expected for the dura- 
tion. ‘These properties are administered 
through a committee, the membership of 
which is the same as reported last year. 


27. Captain Bennett house, 1810, 199 

Main Street, Fairhaven, Mass. 

It is pleasant to report that a beginning, 
at least, has been made of much needed 
repairs and improvements. ‘That more 
was not done is due partly to the fact that 
the last hurricane did very great damage 
at Fairhaven and New Bedford, resulting 
in an imperative and widespread demand 
for labor and supplies. We were fortunate 
in being able to make even so much as a 
beginning of the needed work on our 
house, which will continue to look some- 
what neglected until it can be given at 
least two coats of paint. This is one of 
the houses most badly in need of endow- 
ment; without which justice cannot be 
done it. 


28. Squash house, ca. 1750, 61 Elm 
Street, Marblehead, Mass. 
There is nothing new to report con- 
cerning this property which continues to 


be letto Mr. H. D. Hodgkinson. 


29. Peabody Graveyard, East Street, 
Middleton, Mass. 


30. Smith Graveyard, Mt. Vernon St., 

Middleton, Mass. 

These two graveyards continue under 
the capable administration of Mrs. George 
Francis Dow. A small yearly credit bal- 
ance of income is being added to principal 


in the hope that this may eventually be 
built up again to the original $10,000 fig- 
ure turned over to the Society. At the 
donor’s request this was reduced by sev- 
eral thousand dollars, in order to provide 
a suitable monument at the Peabody 
Graveyard. 


31. Simon Colton house, 1734, 787 Long- 
meadow Street, Longmeadow, Mass. 
This house continues let to private part- 

les as in the past; it has repaid the So- 

ciety the advances made it and now shows 

a slight profit, although paying taxes to 

the Town of Longmeadow. It is closed 

both to members and the public. The 
house was, in 19 34, accepted by our 

Trustees by a majority of but one vote 

which was cast by the late Captain 

Thomas G. Frothingham, but the fear 

entertained by almost half the board that 

this unendowed property could only be 
maintained at a loss, turned out to be 
groundless. ‘This is of particular interest 
to your real estate manager, the writer, 
since he has long favored the acquisition 
of such properties by the Society. There 
are literally thousands of charming old 
houses scattered throughout the villages 
of New England which could, if acquired 
on the right terms, be made to carry them- 
selves and on occasion even toshow a slight 
profit. The crux of the matter is to select 
the right kind of a house in a desirable 
neighborhood. The aesthetic advantage of 
securing such houses in large numbers is 
that their preservation in quantity is es- 
sential to the maintenance of the New 
England village picture, which is so con- 
stantly being spoiled throughout our 
chosen territory. [he financial advantage 
to the Society in such use of property ts the 
saving of any need for raising an endow- 
ment, and the possession of a profitable 
real estate investment. ‘The advantage to 
the towns consists in saving taxes, while at 
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Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pitman House, about 1700, Newport, BR. J. 


the same time preserving the old-time 
town appearance. Unfortunately not all 
of the houses offered us as gifts without 
endowment are well placed for such pro- 
fitable rental. 


32. Winslow Crocker house, Eighteenth 
Century, Hallett St., or King’s High- 
way, Yarmouthport, Mass. 

There is nothing new to report con- 
cerning this property, which is, so to speak, 
lying dormant for the duration. 


33. “Bleakhouse,” ca., 1796, Pine Street, 
corner of Wilton Road, Route 101, 
one mile east of Peterborough, N. H. 


Continues occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter S$. Bingham, and used as a guest 
house, patronized particularly during the 
summer time, but open the year round. 
Judging from the way past visitors return 
vear after year, it must be well managed 





and we hope our members and their 
friends may feel inclined to sample its 
hospitality. It is essential to telephone for 


a reservation, Peterborough 426. 


34. Spaulding Cooperage Shop, ca. 1845, 
Lunenberg Road, Townsend Har- 
bor, Mass. 

What was said under No. 24 applies 
equally to the Spaulding Cooperage Shop, 
just across the street and separated only 
by the river from the Conant house. 
Rather more had to be done to the Coop- 
erage Shop in order to prepare it for the 
use of ‘The Coach House Fellowship, but 
the results have amply justified this ex- 
penditure. 


35- Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pitman 
house, ca. 1700, 228 Spring Street, 
Newport, R. I. 


‘There has been no great change at this 
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Col. Josiah Quincy Mansion, from MHouthwest, taken about 1890, 
Wollaston, Quincy, Mass. 


house since last vear. The recent hurri- 
cane did some trifling damage and 
thoughtless vandals broke part of our 
fence, but everything has long since been 
repaired. 

Improvements here are so gradual as 
to be unnoticed not only by the public, but 
by our own members. The mortgage is 
slowly being reduced and meanwhile the 
house is at least holding its own. It is 
hoped before long to have the parlor, 
which is panelled from floor to ceiling on 
all four sides, appropriately furnished in 
the style of its period, so making a begin- 
ning of what we hope will eventually be- 
come a period house museum. 


36. Colonel Josiah Quincy house, 1770? 
20 Muirhead Street, Wollaston, Quin- 
cy, Mass. 


At this house we have simply been 
marking time and shall so continue for 
the duration. From Mr. Arthur Wendell 
we have received the gift of $1,000 prom- 
ised us for endowment and on which he 
most generously paid the interest, even be- 
fore its gift. The other good, and abso- 
lutely indispensable friend of this house is 
Miss Alice Bache Gould, from whom we 
are every year receiving the interest on 
the HOLC mortgage, together with a 
slight additional sum for its payment. ‘The 
future of this interesting and historic old 
house would be even better assured could 
we be certain of an endowment sufficient 
to maintain it forever in the style to which 
its merits entitle it. It is one of those prop- 
erties the grounds of which should be 
meticulously kept up, fronting as they do 
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on two streets giving a view of the entire 
property. There is also a small garden 
well worth maintaining, but now beyond 
our means to salvage. 


37- Thomas Woodbridge house, 1810, 

48 Bridge Street, Salem, Mass. 

There is nothing new to report con- 
cerning this house, which is marking time 
for the duration. It is one of those greatly 
in need of assistance; the more the better. 


38. Nehemiah Royce house, 1672, 538 
North Main Street, Wallingford, 
Conn. 

This house has been substantially im- 
proved by the erection of a stone chimney 
to take the place of that destroyed, a gen- 
eration or more ago. The accuracy of this 
restoration is fully guaranteed through 
the fact that it was in the capable hands of 
Connecticut’s most distinguished anti- 
quarian architect, Mr. J. Frederick Kelly 
of New Haven. He was assisted by Mr. 
Berner Lohne, as contractor, a man with 
a particularly sympathetic viewpoint con- 
cerning old buildings, on many of which 
he has worked. We are most grateful to 
Miss Helen Royce, donor of the house, for 
her hearty coéperation at all stages of this 
work, which was in many respects ex- 
tremely disturbing to her, owing to the 
necessary shifting of furniture and the un- 
avoidable dust caused by the mason’s 
work, It is pleasant indeed to be able to 
report that she is delighted with the chim- 
ney, for which she had to wait for so 
many years. 


39. Alexander house, Linden Hall, 1811, 

284 State Street, Springfield, Mass. 

As the war draws nearer its inevitable 
end word reaches us of possible changes 
both in the custodian and the part occu- 
pant of our Alexander house, but as yet 


there is nothing to report and otherwise 
the property remains as during the previ- 
ous year. The Massachusetts Women’s 
Defense Corps occupies the ground floor, 
with Mrs. Howard Mansfield as our 
custodian. 


40. Indian Hill, West Newbury, Mass. 


No one was more astonished than the 
writer that Indian Hill should have had 
any visitors whatsoever last year; how- 
ever, a few came and expressed themselves 
as much interested in the house and its 
contents. Fortunately they were ready to 
make allowances for the war-time trou- 
bles of a 35-room house, managed with- 
out endowment, and in need of slight re- 
pairs. 

The roofs of Indian Hill, now largely 
in need of reshingling, were formerly all 
painted “Indian Red,” which color 
scheme, with the white farm buildings, 
must have given a highly pleasing effect. 
The walls of the mansion house itself, of 
stucco and stone, are too much hidden un- 
der vines of three or four different varie- 
ties now growing out of control, but which 
it is proposed to trim where needed this 
coming summer. Structural repairs which 
the house needs must, of necessity, wait for 
more settled conditions. 

The future of this estate presents an 
extremely serious problem. The farm 
rent, which is the only income, ts slightly 
less than the town tax on the farm lands. 
The buildings themselves, and the grounds 
immediately surrounding them are tax ex- 
empt. It is the problem of their upkeep 
that is so difficult. Even neglecting the 
gardens, and all the grounds other than 
the lawn directly in front of the house, 
Indian Hill could absorb without difficul- 
ty from one to two thousand dollars a 
year, and the question is where to find it. 
Unluckily for us the five-year term of 











38 Old-Time New England 





the original guarantors has now expired, 
and we now find ourselves without in- 
come. For almost the entire period of the 
guarantee Indian Hill was held under war 
conditions, adding to our difficulties, and 
cutting off visitors. It would be hopeless 
to try a wide-spread campaign for en- 
dowment for a property which has never 
yet been able to show the public what it 
has to present. To put it now into condi- 
tion would call for a larger expenditure 
than we are at the moment able to meet. 
It seems to the writer that guarantees of 
from one to two thousand dollars a year 
for a five-year period are essential in or- 
der that the house should be enabled to 
make a sufficiently good showing to just!- 
fy a wide-spread appeal, but towards these 
guarantees only two hundred and twenty- 
five dollars have been pledged to date. 
The question is whether the balance can 
be found, and if so, where? Suggestions 
will be gladly received. 


41. Lee-Whipple house, 1737, Harbor 

Street, Manchester, Mass. 

This house continues to be let, and so is 
clesed to members and public. It is ac- 
cordingly on the Manchester ‘Tax List 
and an interesting real estate experiment, 
just as are the Colton house at Long- 
meadow and the Hooper-Parker house at 
Marblehead. In charge of Mr. Coughlin 
of the office of Meredith & Grew, the 
premises have been put into perfect con- 
dition. It is beautifully furnished by our 
tenants, Mr. and Mrs. Sargent Bradlee, 
and should in a few years net us a de- 
cided increase in rental. 


42. Jacobs house, 1726, Assinippi, Nor- 
well, Mass. 
On the whole this is one of our best 
kept up, and most attractive properties, 
much credit being due the excellent taste 


of Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Goode, our 


custodians, whose quarters have become 
among the most pleasing we possess. Work 
on this house has gone as far as it can for 
the duration, only minor repairs being 
made last year as called for. Some of the 
roofs need attention, but must wait for 
materials and labor, and meanwhile the 
interest on the small endowment 1s ac- 
cumulating. 

Restoration work was limited to the fire- 
place panelling in a small room formerly 
used as a hired man’s bedroom, more re- 
cently as a kitchen, and now made a small 
library or den. Through the fireplace 
jamb and panelling over it, a short-cut 
passage had at some time been cut, mak- 
ing a sorry mess of it. As a result of re- 
cent repairs and the renovation of the 
room, both fireplace and panelling now 
are in perfect condition. 

Each of the three rear rooms of the 
west ell seems at some time to have been 
used as a kitchen. As a result of recent 
renovation the middle room has now be- 
come the kitchen, to the great improve- 
ment of the house. Recently pictures have 
been sent from Boston to improve the in- 
terior, and additional museum material is 
being prepared to exhibit in the East wing. 

In the stable are stored many vehicles 
which we hope, some day, to show visitors, 
and in the barn is stored the frame of the 
old Hinckley house in Milton, bequeathed 
to the Society by the will of Miss Mary H. 
Hinckley. Its cost to the Society was only 
the cost of transportation to Assinippi, 
where we have it now available for such 
use as may be found most advantageous 
to the Society, together with plenty of 
land on which to place it. 


43» Rocky Hill Meeting House, 1785, 
Amesbury, Mass. 


Asin the past we have been able to open 
the Meeting House for services with the 
assistance of Reverend Elwyn J. Prescott 
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Courtyard of “Beauport,” Eastern Point, Gloucester, Mass. 


of Exeter, New Hampshire, and of Miss 
Katherine Little of Salem, Massachusetts. 
Four religious services were held, at one 
of which the congregation was asked to 
appear in ancient costumes, many of them 
doing so. Considering the gasoline re- 
strictions it was amazing that we could 
carry on so well here, and only Mr. Pres- 
cott’s codperation in securing clergy and 
arranging the services could possibly have 
resulted so much in our favor. Unfor- 
tunately the past year has witnessed the 
passing of Mr. George Collins, one of the 
small group to whom the gift of Rocky 
Hill Meeting House is due. The interest 
of Mrs. Collins continues unabated, and 
her residence across the street 1s ample 
guarantee that the welfare of the struc- 
ture will be in no way jeopardized by lack 
of supervision, 


44. “Beauport,” Eastern Point Boule- 
vard, Gloucester, Mass. 

‘This continues one of our most visited, 
appealing, and interesting houses. ‘The 
more one visits it and Indian Hill, the 
more does one appreciate the relationship 
between the two, for it was the fascina- 
tion of Indian Hill that led Mr. Henry 
Davis Sleeper to pattern after it this house 
which he built on Eastern Point, overlook- 
ing Gloucester Harbor. Although in ne 
respect a slavish imitation, the character 
and arrangement of the rooms immediate- 
ly suggests the relationship of one to the 
other. The fact that Indian Hill was al- 
most a hundred years earlier in date, and 
built by a man in comparatively modest 
circumstances, long before our modern 
knowledge of the care of antiques, ac- 
counts for many of the differences, and 
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The Pembroke Kitchen, “Beauport,” Eastern Point, Gloucester, Mass. 


explains what many would consider short- 
comings of Indian Hill,—from which, 
however, time has removed much that 
Ben Perley Poore collected there. On the 
other hand, excepting for one room, 
Beauport remains practically as Mr. 
Sleeper left it. It was this marvelous col- 
lection of rooms and contents that Mrs. 
McCann so much admired and, through 
her purchase, acquired for preservation. 
Both Mr. Sleeper, and Mrs. McCann, 
and later her children, and now the So- 
ciety, are fortunate indeed that, during 
all this time, the actual care of the house 
and contents have been in the hands of 
Mrs. Mary Wonson, of whom it has been 
said she knows the house and its contents 
so well that not an object could be dis- 
turbed without her noticing it, and woe 
to him attempting to go further and re- 


move anything. 

Visitors to Beauport have been greater 
in number than seemed possible under 
gasoline restrictions and their coming can 
only be accounted for by the extraor- 
dinary fascination of this collection of 
some forty-five rooms, each filled to over- 
flowing with one of the most wonderful 
collections of antiques to be found in the 
country. 


45- Lady Pepperrell house, ca., 1760, Kit- 
tery Point, Maine. 

Here again the long continuation of 
war restrictions counted heavily against 
visitors, of whom there were practically 
none. There is no resident custodian in 
the house, with the result that our near- 
by neighbor, Mr. Oscar Clark, exer- 
cises supervision and looks after minor re- 
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The Lady Pepperrell House, c. 1760, Kittery Point, Maine 


pairs. ‘The donors of the property, Mrs. 
Hodge and Miss Parry, live across the 
street and visit the house at frequent in- 
tervals, so giving it a combination of 
oversight highly desirable from every 
point of view. With the return of peace, 
there can be no question but that this Lady 
Pepperrell house will be one of the out- 
standing mansions of the Atlantic sea- 
board. In fact, a recent visitor, no mean 
authority on the subject, has gone so far 
as to place it second to none. It must be 
our care to see that it never becomes less. 


46. Bradbury-Spalding house, 1788-1791, 
28 Green Street, Newburyport, Mass. 
The custodian’s quarters have been put 

into perfect condition and are occupied by 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob F. Spalding, who 

give the house excellent care. The four 

rooms and two halls, which the Society 
plans to show as a period house museum, 
are yet to be arranged for exhibition. We 
lack some of the essential furniture, es- 


pecially bureaus, rugs, a sideboard, a four- 
post canopy or tent top bed, some tables 
of good quality, and chairs of the Martha 
Washington and grandfather types. 


Physical Condition of All Properties: 

As mentioned before, the continuing 
existence of labor and material priorities 
and shortages, makes it impossible to 
maintain our properties as in previous 
years. Many of our estates are in run- 
down condition, and some are very badly 
in need of repairs. Members are accord- 
ingly asked to be patient and await the 
final coming of peace before expecting 
much improvement. 


Administration: 

The administration of the Society’s 
forty-eight properties is now much more 
difficult than at any time in the past, be- 
cause their increased number entails much 
more trouble for our small force. If only 
we had, let us say, four times as many or 
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about two hundred, all reasonably en- 
dowed, their care would be much sim- 
plified for we could then afford to em- 
ploy more specialists, dividing the cost of 
their salaries between the two hundred 
houses. The farthest we have now dared 
to go is the employment of Mr. Brown as 
consulting architect and editor, but we 
need still other specialists whose costs 
could much more easily be divided among 
a greater number of properties, than 
among the present forty-eight. In other 
words, with comparatively little increase 
in overhead we would have greatly im- 
proved administrative facilities. 


Admissions: 

Due to the present Federal Revenue 
Act, providing a tax on admissions, we 
have during the past years charged ad- 
mission only at the Otis House, and at 
‘““Beauport”’ in Gloucester. Next year, 
should this tax still continue, we shall have 
to make our arrangements to extend ad- 
mission charges to many other properties. 


House Endowments: 

As stated in the 1943 report “the So- 
ciety owns no properties that are over-en- 
dowed.”’ Some are better endowed than 
others, and too many have no endowment 
whatsoever, but even the best endowed 
could readily absorb a larger income, 
were it but available. “The question has 
then been frequently asked, “‘why accept 
a property insufficiently endowed,” to 
which the answer is that almost never 1s 
a property given or bequeathed an anti- 
guarian Society, or other agency for pres- 
ervation, with endowment ample to main- 
tain it in first class condition. ‘To await a 
gift or bequest of the perfect property, 
perfectly furnished, and perfectly en- 
dowed, and to decline to accept anything 
less, would merely mean the refusal of 


much that could be saved, with the result- 
ing destruction of many landmarks. It has 
been the position of our Board of ‘Trustees 
that properties should be accepted if they 
show a fighting chance of carrying them- 
selves, and sometimes even when they do 
not. When all is said and done, our pur- 
pose is to help preserve New England’s 
antiquities. While it would be foolish to 
accept a great many with insufficient 
means of support, it would be equally fool- 
ish not to take a chance when the risk 
seems justified, by the intrinsic merit of 
the property concerned, or by a reason- 
able chance of future gifts from descend- 
ants or others. At least that has been the 
policy of the Board to date, and as a re- 
sult we have managed to save from de- 
struction, many properties which would 
otherwise have been lost. 


Unrestricted Endowment: 

One of the Society’s greatest needs is 
for large unrestricted endowment funds, 
for practically all the present endow- 
ment funds are limited in their scope to 
certain specified objectives, mostly houses. 
The only time such a fund was received 
was during the first World War, when 
Mr. Samuel P. Avery, of Hartford of- 
fered the Society $5,000 if it would raise 
$10,000 and $10,000 if it would raise 
aS 15,000, the whole to be an endowment 
fund for the general maintenance of the 
Society’s office. We need just such an- 
other fund now, only larger in amount, in 
order to meet the added cost of the present 
greatly expanded Society. 


Frost Graveyard, New Castle, New 
Hampshire: 


As has been stated in previous reports, 


the Society holds an endowment fund of 
about $1,000, the income to be used for 
the upkeep of the Frost family graveyard. 
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This fund was raised by Mr. Paul Frost, 
who acts as a committee of one in the 
spending ef the income. This tiny family 
plot is now an attractive and peaceful spot, 
containing several gravestones of supreme 
Interest. 


Friends’ Tower Hill Graveyard, Rhode 

Island: 

This is the graveyard for the upkeep of 
which the Society received from the late 
Miss Caroline Hazard an 
fund of $3,500. Its care has been in the 
hands of our president, Mr. Arthur b. 
Lisle, under whose guidance the income 
has been spent in such a way as to keep 
the grounds, the gravestones, and the 


endowment 


monument in such presentable condition 
as would testify to the respect in which 
Miss Hazard held them. 


Graveyards: 

‘There would seem to be no reason why 
this Society should not eventually act 
either as owner of numerous graveyards 
scattered over New England, or as Trus- 
tee of endowment funds established for 
their benefit. Some members have al- 
ready suggested the possibility that they 
might leave the Society rather more than 
might be necessary for the upkeep of a 
family lot, with instructions that the bal- 
ance be used for the Society’s general pur- 
poses. Such gifts or bequests would be most 
welcome, something members and the 
public are asked to bear in mind. 


Merrell’s Tavern, South Lee, Massa- 
chusetts: 

From Miss Mabel Choate, the Society 
received securities worth $3,018.69 to 
start an endowment fund for the upkeep 
of Merrell’s ‘Tavern at South Lee, the 
title to which she will presently turn over 
to the Society. This is believed to be the 


first case in which the endowment was 
received before the property. The build- 
ing itself will probably be given us later 
this year. 


Wills: 

During the past year the Society’s offi- 
Cers have been called upon to advise con- 
cerning numerous wills, in each of which 
the Society is mentioned as a beneficiary. 
The wisdom of consulting them in ad- 
vance should be evident to all, since their 
experience over the years enables them in- 
telligently to advise in favor of certain 
conditions, and against others, to the 
great advantage of the properties in ques- 
non. 


Deane-Barstow House, Taunton, Massa- 
chusetts: 

This very interesting house was be- 
queathed by the late Miss Harriet Bar- 
stow to her brother for his lifetime, with 
the proviso that at his death it should go 
to the ‘Taunton Historical Society. Should 
they vote not to accept it, then it was to 
come to our Preservation Society. As there 
was no endowment with the house, and 
as it is some distance from the centre of 
the town, the Historical Society declined 
to accept the bequest, feeling that its 
slender income, and small membership 
would be wholly insufficient to carry this 
property successfully. Our own Board 
was then asked to decide whether or not 
it would favor acceptance, either after 
Mr. Barstow’s death, or sooner, should 
he wish to give up his claim to it. Our 
Board of ‘Trustees visited the property, 
and voted in favor of its acceptance, when 
in the course of time it should be offered 
us. Ihe reasons for voting to accept this 
unendowed property were three in num- 
ber. In the first place, the intrinsic merit 
of the house, and particularly its extreme- 
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ly prepossessing exterior. In the second 
place, the probability that with careful 
handling it might be made to carry itself, 
in a modest way. In the third place, the 
extraordinary interest of the house as a 
self-contained family memorial, having 
been built of lumber grown and cut in 
the family’s own wood lots, and then 
sawed in the family’s own sawmill across 
the road from the house, for construction 
by local mechanics, according to a plan 
probably locally conceived. ‘The furniture, 
which was largely introduced at the time 
of the erection in 1805, is plain and un- 
assuming, as is also the interior of the 
house, but the fact that the old furnishings 
are strictly of the period and are of this 
very house, adds greatly to their interest. 
So does also the fact that many of the beds 
have sheets made from flax raised on the 
premises, and woolen blankets and cover- 
lets made from the wool of sheep raised on 
the farm, both flax and wool having been 
spun and woven in the house by the wom- 
enfolk of the family. Altogether this house 
has an authenticity probably unique in 
New England, to which the 
Trustees felt amply justified in taking 
some little risk. Had we not voted to ac- 


p reserve 


cept this house, it was practically certain 
to have gone to foreigners, who would 


have altered it very materially to suit 


their convenience. 


Station Wagon: 


A few years ago, after much hesitation, 
the Society bought a secondhand Station 
Wagon. This was a ste p into a territory 
wholly new to us. The purchase has justi- 
fied itself many times over and it would 
have been difficult indeed to have man- 
aged without it. With its help several 
properties can be seen in a day, to visit 
which by train, bus, or trolley might re- 
quire a day for each. When new machines 
once more appear on the market it is to be 
hoped that our present Station Wagon may 
give place to a new one, in appearance, 
more worthy of the Society. 


Iron Works House, Saugus, Massachu- 
setts: 

During the year the Society has found it 
possible to be of material assistance in help- 
ing to save for New England the Old Iron 
Works house, that was built, possibly as 
early as 1642, in what is now Saugus, but 
was then Lynn, toserve as the residence of 
the manager of the Saugus Iron Works, 
the first successful iron works in Americ: a. 


This house has come down to the present 
it 


~ 


an extraordin: ary state of preservation. 





Old Jron Works eens 1644, Saugus, Mass. 
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It was extremely well built to serve as the 
home of a man of distinction, ranking de- 
cidedly above his fellow men in the Com- 
munity standing. The rooms are unusual- 
ly large for the times, with an astonishing 
height of stud far exceeding that of most 
seventeenth-century houses. ‘This historic 
house had been bought by the alumni of 
the Henry Ford Trade School as a gift to 
their founder, Mr. Ford, for transporta- 
tion to, and re-erection at, Dearborn, 
Michigan, as an added attraction to his 
wonderful group of historic American 
houses there reassembled. ‘The prospect 
of losing their most ancient and famous 
landmark proved most unwelcome to the 
people of Saugus, who took vigorous ac- 
tion to protect it, asking Mr. Ford to give 
up his claim on the structure. This Mr. 
Ford agreed to do, acting in the matter 
in a most public-spirited way, requiring 
only that those desiring to preserve the 
building locally should reimburse the 
alumni of his trade school for any and all 
expenses to which they might have been 
put. 

Asa result of Mr. Ford’s generous of- 
fer it was necessary to find $15,000, 
of which the the town of Saugus appro- 
priated $4,000, and the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts the same amount, each 
of the these contingent on the raising of at 
least as much from the public. As Mr. 
Ford’s option covered the building only, it 
was necessary not only to reimburse his 
‘Trade School alumni, but also to buy the 
land. ‘he money was all raised with the 
exception $2,000 which was secured by 
a mortgage. The house was saved, and is 
now owned by the ‘Town of Saugus, and 
administered by the First lron Works As- 
sociation, Inc. At every stage of the pro- 
ceedings, officers of the Preservation So- 
ciety gave much help to the Common- 
wealth, the Town, and the Association, 
help which is even now continuing partly 


through the President of the Association, 
Mr. Henry Porter, who is one of our 
‘Trustees, and partly through a Director, 
Miss Florence Addison, who is the senior 
secretary of our office. At the May meet- 
ing, our Board of ‘Trustees passed a set of 
resolutions, thanking Mr. Ford for so pub- 
lic-spiritedly giving up his claim to this 
ancient New England landmark. 


Miss Morrison: 


Miss Elizabeth V. Morrison, who en- 
tered the Society’s employ in February, 
1912, was last January, after a term of 
service of almost exactly thirty-three 
years, given an indefinite leave of absence. 
The Board of ‘Trustees passed appropriate 
resolutions, and was glad to vote her an 
allowance of half pay. It would be hard to 
estimate the benefit received from Miss 
Morrison’s long term of service, through 
her personal acquaintance with a large 
part of the Society’s membership, and her 
intimate knowledge of the details of its 
management. In the beginning every- 
thing passed through her hands, and even 
at the end she was continually turned to 
for assistance, which only her almost un- 
equalled knowledge of its affairs could 
give. For the last few years her services 
were largely concentrated on the man- 
agement of the magazine as assistant edi- 
tor, while the writer continued as editor- 
in-chief. Her help was most painstaking 
and of vital importance. She will be 
missed not only by the officers and all of 
the office force, but by the large number 
of members so fortunate as to have met 
and known her personally. It is pleasant 
to be able to add that Miss Morrison has 
offered, should her place of residence per- 
mit, to help in the Society’s office when- 
ever her services may be needed. It goes 
without saying that the Society’s entire 
membership wishes her well, wherever she 
may go. 
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Office Force: 

During the greater part of the year it 
proved practica ally impossible to secure the 
secretarial force necessary for the smooth 
functioning of the office. 
“fillers in,” alternated with 
long periods during which there was no ex- 
tra help; asa result, the office correspond- 
ence got further behind than ever before. 
To help meet this situation, by taking full 
charge of the magazine, the Board 
Trustees voted to employ Mr. 
Chouteau Brown as Editor, as well 
consulting architect, to help the writer, 
real estate manager, in looking after our 
‘To this editorial work Mr. 
Brown brings the knowledge gained over 
many years while acting as editor of the 
Architectural Review, and Assistant 
Editor of the Monograph Series. Mem- 
bers are asked to help him in every way 
possible, 


A succession of 
temporary 


Frank 


properties. 


and especially by suggesting 
likely future magazine articles. As con- 
sulting architect, Mr. Brown is peculiarly 
qualified to help in the restoration and re- 
pair of our buildings, owing to nine years 
experience as head of the H.A.B.S. ( His- 
toric American Buildings Survey) for 
New England, and somewhat less time 
for New York and Pennsylvania. 


Magazine 

The Society’s magazine has appeared 
most irregularly, and the paper used 
is inferior to the old, as are the envelopes 
in which it Nevertheless, 
every effort has been made to maintain 
the quality if not the quantity of the ma- 
terial sent to members, for the magazine 
remains the one point of contact between 
the Society and those living at a distance. 
It is all they can be given in return fot 
their dues should they be unable to reach 


is delivered. 


New England i in order to see the museum 
or some of our far-flung properties. Our 
object is to make the magazine so inter- 


esting, valuable, and pleasing in appear- 
ance that it will everywhere be kept rather 
than discarded. For bringing this about we 
are much indebted to the painstaking care 
of the printers, the Southworth-Anthoen- 
sen Press, of Portland, Maine, whose long 
experience is ample guarantee that its 
quality will always be of the highest. 
When priorities come to an end it is hoped 
again to give the magazine its original 
number of pages, the usual number of il- 
lustrations, and possibly even to make it 
a bi-monthly rather than a quarterly. 


Museum 


Although the museum and the library 
are re normally the province of the So- 
ciety’s corresponding Secretary, never- 
theless he has been in the habit of com- 
menting on them as Founder of the So- 
ciety. It is pleasing to note that accessions 
have continued large in quantity and high 
in quality. As might be expected, the ob- 
jects received in largest number are the 
small household articles which become 
out of date from generation to generation 
and so are apt to be presently discarded. 
Next in quantity are apt to be the articles 
of clothing of two generations ago, with 
somewhat less of those of the preceding 
generations. Of paintings, whether in oil 
or water colors, as well as engravings or 
other framed pictorial material, the 
amount received is not only satisfactory 
The ex- 
planation seems to be that large houses are 
out of fashion as being too difficult to 
maintain and ancestral portraits and large 
landscapes and sea views are too bulky, o 


but at times quite astonishing. 


unsatisfactory as decorations in apart- 
ments or small houses. 

The furniture situation is somewhat 
different, for all styles excepting the very 
last have a way of holding their own and 
being sought, after having gone through 


a period of tremendous thinning out at the 
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closing of estates. The result seems to be 
that gradually only the better pieces of 
every period survive, and as our taste im- 
proves we find it possible to appreciate the 
best of every generation that preceded 
ours excepting, as a general rule, the very 
last. Our Society is now thirty-five years 
old, and when formed, Victorian furni- 
ture could hardly be given away, whereas 
now the surviving pieces of merit are 
readily saleable. Practically all the sur- 
viving furniture of the pre-Victorian types 
is now welcome in all homes,—and its 
best pieces in museums and Historical So- 
ciety collections. Such good earlier pieces 
as reach our Society are apt to be those 
which, for one reason or another, are not 
adapted for use in apartments. That ac- 
counts for the fact that we have numerous 
grandfather clocks, and sideboards, but 
very few wing chairs and still fewer 
Martha Washington chairs. Fewest of all 
are the rugs that come to us, whether 
oriental, hooked, or braided; for practi- 
cally all of these are of sizes and types 
suitable for small houses and apartments. 
The best examples of all kinds of gifts 
and loans are apt to stop in the Society’s 
Otis house, the others being scattered 
among our various houses, open to the 
public and to our members, as period 
house museums. Very few indeed of such 
high-grade pieces go into storage. Among 
such are however, sets of black walnut and 
golden oak, periods of which we have no 
houses. It is a pity we have as yet no fa- 
cilities for making storage lots available 
to inspection, but such is temporarily the 


Case, 


New England Museum 

We have now available for museum 
exhibition much more material than can 
possibly be shown in the limited space now 
at our disposal in the buildings immediate- 
ly back of, and connected with, the Otis 


house. Scattered throughout our outlying 
buildings and in various storage places are 
many more objects well worth showing. 
As matters now stand our museum oc- 
cupies five-tenths of two converted private 
houses of brick, built about one hundred 
years ago. An additional two-tenths goes 
for storage, two-tenths for office, and one- 
tenth for superintendent’s quarters. When 
it is considered that we wish ours to be the 
outstanding New England Historical Mu- 
seum collection, the utter inadequacy of 
such small quarters must become imme- 
diately apparent, for our territory is of 
great extent, no less than six states, hav- 
ing 7,000,000 population. Such an his- 
torical collection, to be in general repre- 
sentative of the entire territory and people, 
would require a building many times the 
size of the present. The two similar col- 
lections, each of which the writer had oc- 
casion to visit, and which in his mind set 
the standard for which we should strive, 
are the Bavarian Museum in Munich, and 
the Germanic National Museum at Nu- 
remberg. Whether either of these has sur- 
vived the war the writers knows not, but 
each was in its way superbly interesting 
and marvelously representative. Nothing 
less should satisfy us for our New England 
Museum, and yet at the present moment 
nothing whatsoever is, so far as the writer 
knows, in prospect for us. Eventually we 
shall, of course, receive what we require, 
but when or where it wiil be found the 
writer knows not. Let us, however, keep 
such superb collections constantly in 
mind as ideals ultimately to be achieved, 
for New England is worthy of the best 
and nothing but the best should satisfy us. 


New England Museum Buildings and 
Endowment 
‘The writer has at times been asked 
what would be a sufficient sum for the 
erection and endowment of a museum 
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such as we have in mind. In talking this 
over with various persons qualified to 
judge, the consensus of opinion has been 
that a five-million-dollar building, with 
a similar endowment, would be none too 
large. While this prospect may discourage 
some, it may please others, knowledgeable 
in the details of the subject, and glad to 
believe that for New England the best is 
none too good. With less to work with, 
the results would be proportionately less. 
While it would be wonderful to have the 
millions, it would be grand to have the 
thousands. 


Library 

Our Society has never desired a great 
historical library, but rather a specialized 
library, one pretty close to its own partic- 
ular interests. Still, material not too far 
from our field, and offered for the tak- 
ing, has often been accepted in limited 
quantity. In other words, to accept gifts 
of related material without actually going 
out of our way to solicit them, would seem 
to be a reasonable program for our Sc- 
ciety. At all events, such is the one along 
which we have worked to date, and while 
there is much appropriate material unrep- 
resented here, there is also vastly more in- 
appropriate material which we have es- 
caped. Our greatest library needs are a 
trained librarian with an assistant capable 
of caring for our comparatively small col- 
lection of books and pamphlets, and also 
for the extremely large collection of 
photographs, postal cards and other pic- 
torial material. There would seem to be 
no doubt that in the field of photographs, 
measured drawings, and pictorial mater- 
ial, such as postal cards, “views,” etc., we 
should have the best and most represent- 


ative collection for our territory any- 
where to be found. Properly to house, care 
for and exhibit these would require sev- 
eral times the space now available, and an 
endowment of several hundred thousand 
dollars. With insufficient operating space 
and no trained librarian we are unable to 
give scholars, members and the public the 
codperation that they might reasonably 
expect to find here. 


Appeal 

During the year the usual two General 
Appeals were sent members. Fortunately 
the response was gratifying, enabling us 
to operate with very slight loss. The re- 
turn of peace should again bring us a 
balanced budget. 


Membership 

The Society’s membership has never 
recovered from the hard times of the 
early 30’s, and the years of business un- 
certainty that followed, all leading up to 
the present war. When World War II is 
safely over, we may again expect our 
membership to increase. Ours is believed 
to be the second largest Society of the 
kind in the world, with valuable prop- 
erties and wonderful collections to pro- 
tect. Their preservation and extension 
should appeal to all persons of New Eng- 
land residence and ancestry, as well as 
lovers of antiques and students of anti- 
guarian matters. When the time seems 
ripe, membership drives, renewed with 
the hearty codperation of our members, 
cannot fail of success. It will be our for- 
tunate duty to preserve what we can, at a 
time when the world at large has lost so 
much that was worth saving. 














‘Banking (Connections 


While we are, of course, constantly looking for new business 
of the right kind, it is never our intention to disturb satisfac- 
tory relations elsewhere. If, however, any change or increase 
in banking connections is contemplated, we would like very 
much to be kept in mind. We welcome opportunities to 
discuss banking or trust matters at any time. 


State Street Trust Companp 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


MAIN OFFICE 
Corner State and Congress Streets 
Union Trust Office: 24 Federal Street 
Copley Square Office: 581 Boylston Street 
Massachusetts Avenue Office: Cor. Massachusetts Ave. and Boylston St. 
MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 











WE BUY & SELL 
APPRAISALS RARE AMERICANA 


AND INVENTORIES LD PRINTS and Paintings of American 

Towns, Ships, and Character. § American 
Maps. 4 Books relating to the Discovery, Explora- 
tion, and Growth of America. 9 American Gene- 
alogy and Local History. § Books on the Arts and 


Compiled for inheritance Crafts, including Reference Works for Collectors. 


taxes, probate requirements, 4 First Editions of American and English Authors. 
insurance, city taxes, dis- GOODSPEED’S BOOK SHOP 
tribution, sale, or any pur- 18 Beacon Street, Boston 





pose for which such service 


is needed. COOLEY’S INc. 


Established 1860 


: REPAIRING - RESTORING 
J. Robert Boomer Associates 


REPRODUCTIONS 
974 NEwWBuRY STREET CHINA - GLASS - SILVER 
BOSTON GIFTS 
TEL. KEN. 1428 34 Newbury Street 


KEN. 3827 Boston 





























OLD PAINTINGS and PRINTS 
FAMILY PORTRAITS 


Restored—Cleaned—Framed 


Appraisals for Insurance and Inheritance 


CHARLES D. CHILDS 


Please Notice Change of Address — we are now at 


169 Newbury Street 


Boston 16, Mass. 


Our telephone remains the same, COMmonwealth 1108 
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~*~ foot of Beacon Hill 





Wanted ! 


15 Copies of 
Old-Time New Cnagland 
for January, 1924 
Serial No. 35 


Fifty cents apiece will be paid 
for complete copies of 
the above issue, 
if in good condition. 


Mail in to the 
Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 
141 Cambridge Street, 
Boston 14, Mass. 



































“sane Choose from lhis 
collection of a 


hifelime 


We have purchased from a private 
individual his superb collection of banjo 
clocks. Such a collection represents a 
lifetime of patience, a shrewd knowledge 


of values and that priceless ingredient, 
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*collector’s luck.” Included are 


clocks by many of the more famous 
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makers. And important from a utilitarian 


point of view every clock is in running 
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decorative ornamentation in your home. | 
If it is not convenient for you to 


see these clocks at our Boston store 


i aie to tn a 


we will forward details and prices. The | 


aon ge 
r. 3k ~ 


clock illustrated here is typical of the 
entire group and is offered subject 


to prior sale. 
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4 Jewelers, Gold and Silversmiths 


BOYLSTON AT ARLINGTON STREET 
BOSTON 
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The Aims of 
Che Society for the Preservation of 
RNew England Antiquities 


The Society was organized in 1910 for the purpose of preserving for future 
generations the rapidly disappearing architectural monuments of New England 
and the smaller antiquities connected with its people. 

In pursuit of this objective it has acquired and maintains thirty-nine old 
houses, a grist mill and cooperage shop, a McIntire-designed barn, a picturesque 
old fish shed, two graveyards, and a meeting-house. In addition it administers a 
family graveyard through ownership of an endowment fund. 

The smaller antiquities in scores of thousands are brought together in its Mu- 
seum of New England Antiquities, and placed on exhibition in its series of 
period museum houses. 

The Library specializes on museum and preservation work, and houses its 
collection of pictorial material, photographs, stereographs, picture postal cards, 
clippings, etc. 

The Museum and Library are at its headquarters, connected with the Harri- 
son Gray Otis House, built in 1795, at 141 Cambridge Street, Boston. 

Its endowment funds and real estate represents investments of $818,146.65. 

It publishes Otp-Time New ENGLAND, a quarterly illustrated magazine 
devoted to the ancient buildings, household furnishings, domestic arts, man- 
ners and customs and minor antiquities of the New England people. Subscrip- 
tion to this magazine is included in the annual membership fee. 

Membership: Life ($100); Active ($6); Associate ($3) may not vote nor 
hold office. 

Checks should be made payable to CARLETON R. RicHMonpD, Treasurer, 
141 Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 





BEQUEST FORM 


I Give, Devise and Bequeath to 


THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 
A CORPORATION DuLy INCORPORATED BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


AND LOCATED IN BosToN, IN SAID COMMONWEALTH, 


CREO eee eee eee. 27? 


Nore — Bequests may be made in real estate, money, or any objects re- 
lating to New England having historical, antiquarian, or artistic interest. 























